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Prologue: In October 1985 Surgeon General C. Everett Koop 
convened his Workshop on Violence and Public Health, which 
sigruded public health's entry into the field of violence preven
tion. Koop called on pubUc health professionals to "repond con
structively to the u^y facts of imerpersonal violence." During 
the past decade the involvement of the Department of Health 
and Human Services in violence prevention research and pro
grams has expanded, culminating in the formation of the Na
tional Center for Injury Prevention and Control in 1991 as 
part of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). Despite much progress, however, stark remin îers sur
face daily in the news media that much renuiins to be dene. 
President Clinton, vnuodudng his health reform plan to Con
gress 22 September 1992, invoked "the outrageous costs of vio
lence in this country" as an area his admirusuation is commit
ted to addressing. "The problem of violence in America did not 
appear overrught," this paper states, "nor will it disappear sud
denly. A sustair\ed and coordinated effort. . . will be necessary 
at cdl levels of society to address dus complex and deeply rooted 
problem." The authors either are or have been affiliated with 
the new National Center for Injury Prevention and Control in 
Atlanta. Jcanes Mercy is acting director of the cer\ter's Division 
of Violence Prevention. Mark Rosenberg is acting associate di
rector for public health practice at the center. Ken Powell is act
ing associate director for scieru:e in the Division of Violence Pre
vention and leads the divisions Youth Violerxce Prevention 
Team. At the time Ms paper was written, Claire Broome was 
acting director of the center. Wilham Roper, who was director 
of the CDC when the violence prevention program achieved na
tional promnence, is nou' president of the Prudential Center 
for Health Care Research. 


